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Determinants of the number of endoscopic screenings for gastric cancer that can be car-

ried out in general clinics

Rei Goto”, Kohei Araim, Michiko Shabana” and Chisato Hamashima®

[Objectives] The aim of this study was to verify what kind of resources might influence the number of
endoscopic screenings for gastric cancer when such screening is conducted at the level of a general clinic.
[Methods] We carried out a postal questionnaire survey by mailing questionnaires to subjects in Yonago
city, Tottori prefecture and Niigata city, Niigata prefecture, where endoscopic screening for gastric cancer
has been performed at the level of general clinics for about 10 years. Variables such as human resources,
material resources, and characteristics of doctors were determined as the explanatory variables, and the
Poisson regression analysis was performed using the numbers of screenings per week as the dependent
variable. We also investigated the future intentions of general clinics for increasing the number of screen-
ings.

[Results] Besides the presence/absence of medical specialists qualified by the Japanese Society of Gas-
troenterology and the ages of doctors, mainly material resources exerted a significant influence on the num-
ber of screenings. The material resources consisted of the number of endoscopes, possession/non-pos-
session of fully automatic washing machines, and presence/absence of exclusive-use endoscopy rooms, all
of which influenced the number of screenings.

[Conclusions] The findings of the study suggested that investment in material resources is effective for

increasing the number of endoscopic screenings.
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